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THE UTE INDIANS OF UTAH 


; :. 1951 Ordered ta he 


Watkins, from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
. submitted the following 


REPORT 


[To accompany H. R 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 
referred the bill (H. R. 3795) to provide for the use of the tribal funds 
of the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation, to 
authorize a per capita payment out of such funds, to provide for the 
division of certain tribal funds with the Southern Utes, and for other 
purposes, having considered the same, report thereon with the recom- 
mendation that it do pass with the following amendments: 

On page 2, line 19, strike out the word “and 

On page 2, line 20, after the “amended” insert the following 
And the Act of June 28, 1938 (52 Stat. 1211), as amended, 

On page 3, line 1, after the period, insert the following 


The resolution adopted June 1 1950. bv the members of the Uneon paher 
White River, and Uintah bands of Ute Indians cor ising and settling all 
existing controversies between themselves as t own 

} 


» and distribution of 


any judgments which may be obtaine 
ownership of land within the Uintah and ( 1g 
therefrom by providing that the same shall become the tribal property of all the 
Indians of the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and irav Reservation without 
regard to band derivation is hereby ratified, approved, and confirmed, 


, 
agail the United States and as to 
) 


iray R rvation and income issui 


On page 3, line 8, after the period, insert the following: 


None of the funds involved herein shall be credit 
Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservat 
Uneompahgre, and White River Utes, until the | 
Bands present to the pecretary of the Interior 
relieving the United States of any liability re 


Uintah Band in the disposition or use of said trust fur 


On page 3, line 9, strike out all after the period, and strike 
of lines 10, 11, and 12 and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
The Seeretary f the Interior shall make a full and complete ant 
report to the Cor ss of his activities and of 
1 


sectlol 
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This bill has been considered by the Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs of the House; on May 3, 1951, that committee sub- 
mitted its report (H. Rept 120) to the House, recommending its 
passage, and on May 21, 1951, it passed the House. 

An identical bill (S. 1357) was on April 23, 1951, introduced in the 
Senate by Senators Watkins and Bennett, of Utah, which bill was 
considered by your committee. Hearings were held on the bill, at 
which hearings Indian witnesses and Indian Bureau officials testified 
in favor of this proposed legislation 


PURPOSI 


lo provide that one-third of the tribal funds of the Ute Indian 
Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation may be expended as might 
be designated by the tribal business committee and approved by the 
Secretary of Interior within specified limits 

To provide for the payment of a $1,000 per capita payment to the 
Indians of the Uintah-Ouray Reservation. 

To provide for the division of trust funds belonging to the C'on- 
federated Bands of Ute Indians and deposited in the United States 
Treasury, and to provide that annual progress reports of activities 
and expenditures be made by the Secretary of Interior to the ¢ ‘ongress. 


BACKGROUND 


The United States on June 28, 1938, and on dates prior thereto, 
took lands originally set aside in Colorado as Indian reservation for 
the Confederated Bands of the Ute Indians 

Under the jurisdictional act of June 28, 1938 (52 Stat. 1209), the 
Ute Indians of Utah sued the United States Government for the tak- 
ing of 11.720.000 acres of their land, most of which was located on 
the western slopes of Colorado. The land taken by the Government 
is extremely valuable, containing rich oil fields, timber, deposits of 
coal, vanadium, copper, gold, and other minerals. As of June 30, 
1950, Government oil leases had brought in over $12 million in 
royalties, and royalties are currently being paid to the United States 
at arate of approximately $31. to $4 million a vear 

The Court of Claims on July 13, 1950, handed down four judg 
ments in favor of the Indians aggregating in the amount of $31,460,- 
216.84. That sum was placed in the United States Treasury to the 
credit of the Confederated Bands of Ute Indians, bearing interest at 
a rate of 4 percent per annum. The Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
Indians’ share of the settlement amounted to approximately $17 mil- 
lon. The per capita payment will benefit approximately 1,625 
Indians, 1,400 of whom live on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 

On June 1, 1950, the Ute Indian Tribe of Uintah and Ouray Reser- 
vation, consisting of the Uncompahgre, White River, and Uintah 
Bands in ceneral council entered into an agreement respecting all 
tribal property neluding claims and judgments as follows 


Resotution No. 3 (Apoprep June 1, 1950 


4 1 NT} ‘ 9) 
USE O] by RIBAL FUNDS O | | ND ~ QO} rA as 
\ th 1 t i ) ~ i ’ 

wmds either aio ( I i 

hat the prope iA yryie , hye } 
(‘onfederated Ka { | n ~ ti6410 7564. 47566 
17567 he | ~ ( ( ’ 

pu i ; WwW } (yt) j 
i ! ! { i ' 14 { 

| i Sta ’ ( | ) i 

e | { | i 7 | ( 
( 7 ; ‘ i i 
| ; | ) 
ly ) ( 





und Oura Reser wid ( i 
t ’ ‘ ’ i ; { > 
I, Henry W el at I ‘ i ‘ ! ‘ ( 
£ Mav 29 D0 | } | 210 a 
| ly ’ ’ | J 0 
rie tin 246 ad el ! i ti { ( itt 1aAri¢ i 
rove resolut tle is qd VY passed a ! of J ] 1950. b i ote ) 
121 in favor i none nposed I f r cer it = general « ( f 
the Nor er! ( i ( j Ler Lance ) I ( 
oO ind bylaws, wa eva ca 1 1 i 1 | ru! \ i uti 
Thar the abo re ) is 1 f i ] s Murra i 1 SEC 
t ( aspe >on egut ot f No ( { 
\ full tribal 
\ ied 
- i \\ ) 
f f f 
‘ M.H 
I ce a } ! i } 
¢ | \ ) } } ] mo 
a | ~ 
kor 1) li 
1*} se sol tion } Hed mp ) | ) } 
amendment to tl 1) is [fu berore set o 
In anticipation of i Ao") tit DOV { | 
r¥N 1 | > 4 
Tribe of the Uintah Ouray Reservat i l oO 
; . 
Lie own rehabilitatio i il Dallol 
1 1 
This plan consists ol ah emerce V Ste prog } i ‘ O 
‘ ] ° . , ¢ 
Lerm ovel all program i id I \ ( ( ( Lt} 
pianned and will be executé 1) ti Incliat s . It has be 
| 4] : 7 ! 
approved bv the Depart net oO he In > pre a » 1 
| 
subcommittee at a hearing on S ; 125, 196 lt f 
i 1 } 
the basis of this leeislation 
Phe short range rehabilit ( | ) 
P 1 P 11 
CONSIStS OL the lOllOWLDSE 
Kirst, a per capita Davie of S1,000 Mine ala ! 
’ 
for the Indians in connectio \ th ( M On CCO 
' | f | ] 
a land-purchase program; that is, acquis etionated heirsh 
| ] > is , 4 1 4 | _ 
inlldas: purchase Ol additional rape oO | t r presen 
: ; ; 
holdings mh order that livestock operat mecreas j Col 








} USE OF THE TRIBAL FUNDS OF UTE INDIANS OF UTAH 


solidation and blocking of then range lands through purchase and 


exchange: and subjugation of some of the land: third, establishment 


of a credit loan fund for the benefit of all the Indians; and fourth, 
lucation. They plan to work toward the transfer of the Indian 
A 28 Ree: dl aio sda Bers | } i Foun url a tric hs a 7 : 
children to the pubite senoots Liready @reat strides have een mace 
n this direction \ tribal compulsory education ordinance sets upa 


board of education with the duty, among othe 's, to 
] 


Cg larly Visit public schools where the Indian children are attending 


reservatiol 


ordinance contains a unique transition to the state ¢ nforcement 





which will rapidly mive the State lurisdietion over the Indian 
. oe ; : , 
school children, their parents and vuardians inh the enforcement of 
compulsory ed Watton, 

|] 


vosed the enactment of the 


Phe Oepartment of Justice orign 
bill in a letter dated June 15, 1951. from Peyton Ford, De puty \ttor- 
ney General, to Senator O’Mahoney. 

The amendment proposed on page 3, line 8, was adopted to meet 
this objection, as hereinafter set forth 

To meet the objection raised by the Department of Justice, the bill 
has been amended to require a release from the Uncompahgre and 
White River Bands, satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior, re- 
lieving the United States of liability resulting from the inclusion of the 
Uintah Band in the disposition and use of the trust funds before any 
funds be credited to the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray 
Reservation, 

A further amendment relating to this point and ratifying the 

solution of the three tribes of the Uintah and ¢ yura Reservation was 
ested in a letter dated July 23, 1951, from D. 5S. Meyer, Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs, to Senator O’Mahoney, as follows 
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These amendments dispose of the objections raised by the Depart- 
ment of Justice 
The committee felt that the Secretarv of Interior should make 


P a} 


annual reports of the progress of the plan for rehabilitation based on 


expenditures as outlined by the 
has been made 

No Government funds will be expended as a result of this bill 
The money belongs exclusively to the Indians 

During consideration of the bill it was suggested that this specifi 


ill, and an amenament to so provide 


legislation was not needed to authorize the « xp nditures of those funds 
beeause the Interior Department \ppropriations Act (Public Law 759, 


Sist Cong.), as well as the pending appropriations bill for the Interior 
Department, H. R. 3790, contains the following provision 

That in addition t the amount appropriated herein, tril f 
advanced to Indian tribes during the current fiseal year 
ry desi treed Hv the ) ? hod of 1 par ( ul j i 
bv the Secretary 

The committee ft lt that the veneral wuthorizatior as not sufheier 
since section 9 of the act of June 28, 1938 (Publie Law 754, 75th Cor 
52 Stat. 1209)), known as the Jurisdictional Act, specifically requires 
spe ial legislation in the following language: 

Sec. 9. The net amount of any judgment re red ‘ i 
Treasury of the United States to t redit of said Indians and sha 
’ ? t+ Pp D i mm if I t 
na el! i y. iy t ( approp! ( . { 
India neluding the pure ur 
idgment th } 

i | HA 

Mr. Forrest E. Cooper, of Lakeview, Oreg., counsel for the h 
stal \ssociation of Public Land Countie wro to the committ 
saving he represents hn erested Colorado an l 
postponement of action upon the bill until an opportunit us alors 
for an examination into the effeets which such pavments as authorizes 


] 1] — /' i 
Dy the bill would have Ipon local county vovernn } 
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and to improve the status of its members ihe programs have been discussed 
letail with the various branches of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Che short-range 


program is intended as a trial and observati« program during whicl e triba 





organization will draw its independent conelusions as t progress mad | 
believe both programs represent a sound approach by the tribe in harmo 
the poliey of expediting the transfer of complete cé ro f tribal business affairs 
to the tribal organizations. Changes in details are contemplated as experienc 
s gained to support such changes It is not practicable to limit tl se of 
tribe’s tunds to the programs as now drafted for the reasons indicated Nor 
practicable to limit the expenditure of the tribe’s funds to the sums appropriated 
iunnually because the tribe should have considerable flexibilitv in earrving out 
progran 

One of the restrictions in section | would restrict per capita payments from the 
principal of the judgment fund to one $1,000 per capita payment, without further 
gislative authorization The: $1,000 per capita payment specifically author 
zed because of the prohibition against such payme! contained he jurisdic 
tional act of June 28, 19388 (52 Stat. 1209), as amended I ty ve that the $1,000 
per capita payment is justified and will provide the individual members of the 
tribe with @ modest cash resource that will facilitat trie nitiation Of The trib 
yveneral rehabilitation and resources development program Any further pa 
ments, however, out of the principal of the judgment uld receive congr 
sional approval 

Che second restric nh in se nm 1 would require f ls advanced e trib 


lual Indians or to associations of Indians to be governed by 
the regulations applicable to loa from the eral rev g fund established 
bv the act of Juarve IS, 1934 he tribe wishe to have tl ateguard il 1 i Wil 
tend to simplify administration bv utilizir an existing svstem of regulations 
Section 2 of the bill provides that the fun is now o1 le posit mn the | I ed States 
Treasury to the credit of the Confederated Bands of Ute Indians shall be divided 
bv erediting 60 percent thereof he Norther U te i tO neres S % reot 











the Southern Ute Chis d mn has bee et » | e tribe ind follows 
he plan for dividing the rece idgn t fund ( rt of Claims rt 
in a stipulation now on file and awaiting formal actior f the court That pla 
is supported by resolutions of the tribes, and provides for the same 60-40 percent 
divisior bv dividing the rer ing funds to thy red f e | federated 
Bands of Ute Indians according to the same ratio, a lor anding problem will be 
iIved to the satisftactior OT all the tribes at 1 Dands rit I l The nare l { 
to the Northern Utes wil require no further divi beeause the Northern | 
are now organized as a single tribe However, the shar ng to the Southerr 





Hon. Josern C. O’Manoney, 


Chairmar Inte ) nd Ir Af ( , 
lU'nited Stat Senat i hington, D. ¢ 
My Dear Senator: This n response to vour request for the views of the 
Department ot Justice relative to the Di tl R 7 ) ) roy fe fe <6 


tribal funds of the Ute Indian Tribe of e | tah and Ouray Reser 


authorize a per capita paymeni out of such funds, to pri le for the d ! 
certain tribal funds wit! e Southern Utes, and for other purpose 
The bill serves t} purpose ol aking dispositio ol e proceed 
ment recentiv recovered b t te Indiat il e { I or ¢ ui? () \} 
27, 1951, the Court of Claims entered an order for d ( f the igment amor 
e plainciff bands, which provided for distril on of 60 pereent of the judgame 


o the Uncompahgre and White River Bands of | ndians, and 40 perc 


provide hat 6O percent y the amount yf re lag i t Cr lited 
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ntah and Ouray Reservation, consisting of the 
River Utes, and 40 percent to the Southern 
Southern | tes of the Southern | te Reservation and the 
» Ute Mountain Reservation.’ It is to be noted that 
n of the judgment the order of the Court of Clai 
nly to the Uneompahgre and White River Utes. The 
a disclaimer in the Court of Claims and have no interest 


mis 


judgment The inelusion of the Uintahs as beneficiaries of the 


legislation might give rise to a claim by the Uncompahgre and 
tes for the amounts paid to the Uintahs from the funds whieh 
djudged to belong solely to the Uncompahgre and White River Utes. 


Accordingly, the Department of Justice is opposed to the enactment of thi 


lr} Direetor of the Bureau of the Budget has advised that there is no object ion 
the submission of this report but that he had advised the Department of the 
ior that there would be no objection to the presentation by that Department 
ts favorable re ‘t concerning this legislation. 
Yours sincerely 
Pryton Eorp, 
Deputy Attorney Gene ral, 








